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In several ways he was not an altogether easy boy
to deal with. If he forgot to wipe his feet at the
pupil-room door and received a book at his head,
accompanying his tutor's cry of " Shoes ! shoes ! "
this may have happened to many others, but, in the
words of Lord Esher, who was one of Johnson's
favourite pupils a year or two later :

" Lord Rosebery as a boy was difficult of access, even to
his tutor. So much so that the unusual method had on one
occasion to be adopted of tearing over his verses in order to
secure his presence in c pupil room.' It had the desired
effect, and to his enquiry of why that indignity had been
put upon him, he was told the story of how Absalom burnt
Joab's corn when he found that an interview could not be
obtained by less drastic means."

This episode earned Lord Rosebery a nickname.1
For years afterwards Johnson spoke of " Joab's "
doings without further explanation.

Likewise in his relations with his schoolfellows there
was a shade of constraint, which did not prevent him
from being admired and popular. As Walter Bagehot
puts it, " We see but one side of our neighbour, as we
see but one side of the moon: in either case there is
also a dark half, which is unknown to us. We all
come down to dinner, but each has a room to himself."2
Then and always his " room " had almost the pro-
perties of a secret chamber. However this may have
been at Eton, many of his closest and most enduring
friendships dated thence. The accident of placing
in " school" produced the following line, treated as
an hexameter by outrageous mispronunciation of the
last three names :

"Alexander, Lamb,3 Dalmeny, Palairet, Hamilton."4
Of the above, Hamilton remained a most intimate ally
throughout his life; others, some of whom survived

1 Cloud-capped Towers.   (London (Murray), 1927, p. 21.)

2 Shakespeare, " The Man."

3 Sir Archibald Lamb, Bt.

4 Rt. Hon. Sir E. Hamilton, G.C.B.